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Finding a silver lining
in Afghan clouds
text and photos by Darcy Knoll

W

ith the trucks departed, the barricades taken down,
and the suites of Ottawa’s Westin Hotel devoid of
arms dealers, the CANSEC trade show has once
again come to a close.
And like years past, the annual event put on by the Canadian
Association of Defence and Security Industries served as a suitable
reminder that the defence industry is seeing great benefits of an
ongoing war in Afghanistan.
Across two floors of the Ottawa Congress Centre as well as a
room at the Westin, more than 240 companies set up booths to service CANSEC’s 7,384 registered attendees – an increase from 6,350
last year. Beyond the array of arms dealers and salesmen, a wide
variety of defence attachés, ambassadors, senior officers, soldiers,
reservists and media all strolled past the displays. Standing outside
just itching to get in, a small contingent of protestors dressed in
black waved signs, shouted slogans and carried banners.
The only casualty of this demonstration was a shattered window,
which led to an arrest. Making a mere ripple in the press, the
young activists can claim victory in one regard – they frightened
CANSEC organizers into hiring a large number of police officers
who mostly spent the show idle, with the tactical officers busying
themselves at the booths like other attendees. After the first day,
one officer reportedly went home to his wife and kids and asked
14  volume 15 issue 4

if they would don a mask and raise a ruckus so he would have
something to do.
Senior officers dotted the landscape in what appeared to be a
higher number than previous years. Although the chief of defence
staff was not spotted like last year, both Navy Commander ViceAdmiral Drew Robertson and Air Force Commander Lt.-Gen.
Angus Watt were seen inspecting the displays, with the admiral
attending the evening’s reception.
Over the course of the two-day conference, attendees heard
speeches from such dignitaries as Defence Minister Peter MacKay,
NORAD Commander General Gene Renuart, Public Safety
Minister Stockwell Day and former U.S. defence secretary William
Cohen.
Together, politicians, businessmen and dignitaries alike all
spent the two days to discuss one thing: equipping the Canadian
Forces.
One industry official described the conference as similar to the
Capital One commercial where the pest inspector walked into the
house and saw all the bankers crawling around looking for money.
It’s pretty much the same thing, he said, “only there’s way more
people and they really think there’s money.”
Yes, there certainly is a silver lining to the dark clouds in
Afghanistan. By extending the mission in Kandahar the window for

major defence purchases to support the operation now stays open
a little longer. As well, the Harper government’s commitment to
increase funding to the Canadian Forces has created the perception
that these are good times for the defence industry.
One company that is riding the wave is Boeing. Shortly after
delivering their final C-17 strategic airlifter to the base in Trenton,
the company is now basking in the glow of the John Manley report
on the mission in Afghanistan, which stressed the importance of
helicopter support for Canadian troops. Company officials will
be spending their summer finalizing their proposal for Canada’s
purchase of 16 Chinook medium lift helicopters.
“We’ll respond this summer [to the government’s request for
proposals], and hopefully the usual give and take will get us to a
contract in the fourth quarter of this year,” says Richard Meanor,
manager - business development of Boeing’s International Rotocraft Integrated Defence Systems. “The governing documents for
the proposal will require that the first aircraft be completed within
36 months and that all 16 aircraft be delivered within 60 months
of contract award. We’ll meet that.”
According to Meanor, Boeing will be looking to issue Canada
with its standard U.S. army CH-47F varient, which is currently
being produced for the American military. “There will probably be
some mission enhancements, but because we’re in the middle of the
proposal we really can’t go into a lot of details on that, there will
probably be some enhancements to that basic aircraft,” he says.
He added that the company has developed a program for
building these helicopters at their plant in Philadelphia. Working
with the DND program manager they’ve managed to find a
place for the Canadian order amongst their other American and
international clients.
Regardless, he says Boeing would be hard-pressed to meet the
stringent deadline for new choppers, which was set out in the
Manley report.
“Obviously the [medium-to-heavy-lift helicopter] program
would not support [the Manley panel’s] delivery timeframe,” he
says. “We’ve been told that there are government-to-government
discussions underway – government of Canada to United States
government – to meet that need. We will support the U.S. army
A variety of weapons dotted the landscape of CANSEC, grabbing the
attention of many former and serving soldiers.

Navy Commander Vice-Admiral Drew Robertson inspects one of the
navy-oriented displays at the CANSEC 2008 trade show.

if and as required in order to meet that need.”
The other major part of the Manley panel also took flight during
CANSEC with the launching of Project Noctua. According to the
Notice of Proposed Procurement released on April 9th, the government is looking to lease a UAV system, which will be maintained
by the contractor. The document states that these UAVs must have
a 90 per cent availability 12 hours on station and must be able to
gather and transmit high imagery from a distance of 100 kilometres
from Kandahar. The contract is to be awarded July 4th with the
initial operating capability specified for 180 days later.
At least three companies appear to be bidding for the contest.
The apparent frontrunner is General Atomics with its Predator
UAV. These drones are widely in service with the U.S. among other
countries and reportedly favoured by military planners. Last April
word circulated in Ottawa that DND submitted to cabinet a $500
million sole-sourced contract to purchase the Predator. However,
the Harper government scrapped the idea because they were already
facing enough criticism for sole-sourcing contracts.
Nipping at the heels of the Predator are two other companies
partnered with Israeli organizations. UK-based Thales, partnered
with L-3 Communications MAS from Mirabel, will be offering the
Hermes 450 UAV built by the Israeli firm Elbit Systems. MacDonald Dettwiler and Associates is looking to feature UAVs built by
Israel Aerospace Industries. It is also rumoured that Rheinmetal
Defence, the prime contractor of the previous Sperwer UAV, may
be looking for a partner for this competition.
The project has been estimated to be valued at $120-190
million and it is believed that the winner of this two-year lease
arrangement may eventually have an advantage in a potential larger
UAV purchase in the future. As John Porter, the deputy director
for business development of General Atomics, told Esprit de Corps
in February, “There’s always the advantage you have of getting
your foot in the door.”
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Shortly following CANSEC the Defence Department featured a
new series of flashy recruitment ads. In particular, one ad focused
on the military’s search and rescue capabilities as SAR technicians
and Arctic Rangers worked together to come to the aid of a downed
jetliner. The ad is quick to demonstrate the military’s ability to
act swiftly to “Fight Distress” to aid Canadians in need, however
according to one SAR official at CANSEC it is the CF’s fixed-wing
aircraft that requires assistance.
First purchased in 1967, DND relies upon its six remaining
CC-115 Buffalos for SAR duties in the mountainous terrain of the
West Coast. However due to their age, air force planners know that
these planes will expire in the near future. As the military official
said, the Canadian Forces search and rescue technicians cannot wait
much longer for the project to replace the Buffalo to get going.
Unfortunately, the project remains stuck in the mud with the
air force spending the last few years focused on procuring new
C-17s and C-130Js. Regardless, that didn’t stop the folks at Alenia
Aeronautics from trying to promote their C-27J. The company
recently changed its representation from Thornley Fallis to Bluesky
Strategy Group Inc. who were eagerly trying to show off their new
client by arranging a series of interviews with Guiseppe Giordo,
the president and CEO of Alenia North America Inc.
Giordo was trying to convey two messages: He wanted to see the
Canadian SAR fixed-wing aircraft program get back on track and he
was looking to get Canadian companies interested in taking part in
Alenia’s Joint Cargo Aircraft program in the United States.
Regarding SAR fixed-wing aircraft, he expressed the concerns

of his competitors, “For many years we have been talking about
this program in Canada. ... The program had priority number one
a few years ago and then obviously national needs to participate in
the Afghanistan crisis has [led] the government to put priorities
on other programs such as strategic airlift and other programs to
increase the airlift capabilities of the Canadian Forces.”
However, with those out of the way, Giordo hopes that the government will now shift its emphasis on replacing the Buffalos.
“It’s frustrating because as you know we’ve been here twice with
the aircraft, we have shown the airplane to the SAR community
not only in Ottawa, but in many places around Canada. Obviously
we have invested money on that, however we have never decided
to leave this campaign because we do believe there is the need to
replace the Buffalo and C-130…
“I believe that the air force understands very well the need
to have new search and rescue aircraft. Clearly the Department
of National Defence has given priority to other programs that
are necessary to supporting the troops in Afghanistan. ... That’s
absolutely understandable. But I believe that after they started
the C-17, C-130J, they should have the resources to manage a
new program.”
Once this competition gets underway Alenia will face a challenge
from EADS CASA with their C-295 aircraft. The two companies
have been duking it out for a while now in the background, but
both are united in their desire to get the fight out in the open.
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the gun grows wings ... contd from page 41
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first fighter squadron and
was a big factor in putting
down the Fokker threat. But
there would be many other
challenges until the last day of
the war. The gun had grown
wings and technology had
taken most of the originals
who loved the sky.
The heroes Garros met
in France’s Premier Squadron in 1914 were testimony
to change. Marc Pourpe, a
French aviation pioneer and
British and German planes fight for
stunt flyer, was shot down on
supremacy in the clouds and in the
December 2, 1914, less than
trenches below. During the Great
four months into the war.
War, innovations created advantages
Armand Pinsard – France’s
for one side until the other caught up.
eighth highest-scoring air ace
of the First World War with 27 confirmed victories – was shot
down behind enemy lines on February 8, 1915. After five weeks
in hospital nursing broken ribs and 15 escape attempts, he finally
got it right. He probably was the first Allied airman to tunnel his
way out of a stockade. He then joined a squadron that was flying
the new Spad fighter. Once again, he sat through lectures on
fighter tactics, evading ground fire, destroying enemy balloons,
and flying scout cover. A great navigator, Pinsard’s skills were
used to drop or retrieve agents behind enemy lines. On one such
mission, Pinsard flew fighter cover for an aircraft that was picking
up Roland Garros who had somehow managed to escape from the
massive Cologne prison.
Five weeks before the end of the war, Garros was back in action.
Faust could have written an opera on the occasion: the pioneer
hero back at the scene of his defeat about to die from the weapon
he invented. In enemy hands, the improved synchronized gun that
he invented had become a deadly weapon. Garros searched the
sky, a man completely out of his time. Perhaps he was thinking of
Moraine-Parasols and the days of innocence when ladies traipsed
through daisies, when a Fokker D.VII slid out of the sun. A quick
burst from twin synchronized machine guns and Roland Garros
was dead, killed by his own creation. 

However, they may not be alone in this scuffle. According to the
rumour mill at CANSEC, Lockheed Martin may look to enter the
ring with their C-130J.
When asked about this, Lockheed Martin representative Peter
Simmons, said the discussion was moot since there has been no
movement on the fixed-wing SAR aircraft program. With that said,
he was clear to point out that the C-130J is already conducting
search and rescue activities with the U.S. Coast Guard.
However, any doubts that Lockheed officials were not keeping
an eye on the fixed-wing aircraft program were erased when one
Lockheed official was spotted approaching Air Force Commander
Angus Watt begging to know the status of the SAR program. The
general responded saying, “We’re not about to throw a Hail Mary
pass on this one.”
It is words such as these that break the heart of many a defence
lobbyist while keeping others employed in an armament purgatory
that befalls some sections of the Canadian military industry. If
CANSEC has proven anything over the past three years it is that
there is still much optimism in the Conservative government
– a sentiment only heightened with the extension of the Afghan
mission.
However, it is an optimism without direction and several
industry officials were confused as to where defence procurement would head next. Despite promises to release an overall
defence strategy since the early days of Defence Minister Gordon
O’Connor, no such blueprint has been revealed. As a result, much
skepticism and contempt stains conversations with some industry
officials over when or if they think this plan will be released. And
of course, speculation about a potential federal election only adds
to the grumbling.
Nevertheless, at the end of the CANSEC industry pep rally
it would be safe to say that with an ongoing war in Afghanistan
and terrorism threats still fresh, the glass is half full for weapon
makers. But how much is left in the spending reservoir remains
unresolved. 

Commentary ... continued from page 12
or approximately $290 million over the lifetime of the 4,200 injured
soldiers affected is a “relatively minimal one-time expenditure that
would resolve a critical fairness issue.” Dussault should know; he
was the chief actuary of Canada from 1992 to 1998.
Our disabled soldiers deserve better than discrimination. If
not, one day Canadian Forces recruiting centres may be empty.
Canada will then have no one willing to pay the price to protect
us because Canada was not willing to pay the price to take care of
our daughters and sons when they returned from war. 
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Parked in the middle of the Ottawa Congress Centre was a MercedesBenz G-Wagon. In use with the Canadian army, these vehicles have
taken on a limited role in Afghanistan due to the severity of the improvised
explosive devices.

